City Of San Diego
COUNCILMEMBER MARTI EMERALD
DISTRICT SEVEN

MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 25, 2010 M-10-05-06
TO: Fred Maas, CCDC Chair & Frank Aledsi cutive VP
FROM: Councilmember Marti Emeral

SUBJECT: Public Restrooms and Drinking Water in Downtown San Diego

Since taking office a year and a half ago, | have listened to constant and consistent
comments about the lack of public access to restrooms and potable drinking water in
the downtown area. The weekly reports to the City Council from private individuals who
are trying to address the need by renting port-a-potties and handing out bottles of
drinking water are heroic and tragic at the same time. Heroic is the time, effort, and
money that has been generated solely out of human compassion and tragic because
these are basic human needs that have been largely ignored by the City, the
Redevelopment Agency and CCDC.

Recently, a group | have worked with in the past, the Girls Think Tank asked me to
collaborate with them on a project known as “Basic Dignity, Thirst for Solutions Quest
for Relief.” Last Saturday | attended a kick-off rally for the project and was presented
with petitions signed by more than 5,000 people who agree that we must solve this
downtown basic dignity issue as soon as possible. | have pledged to work with the Girls
Think Tank to address this issue in the upcoming fiscal year. | could schedule a hearing
at the Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee, but that would only delay

the obvious solution.

The Girls Think Tank has identified a prefabricated restroom, manufactured by the City
of Portland that has all of the aspects and amenities of a successful, affordable, low
maintenance restroom facility that would serve the needs of tourists, visitors and the
homeless population downtown. The product is called the Portland Loo and can be
viewed at: www.portlandonline.com/water/loo  The Loo is made of stainless steel, has
louvers at top and bottom for security, is solar powered and has a hand sink and
potable water access on the outside of the unit. The Girls Think Tank has been in
contact with many programs and agencies to promote the Portland Loo for Downtown
San Diego and has received nothing but positive feedback.
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| request that CCDC amend its FY2011 budget to allocate funds for the installation of at
least six restrooms in the downtown area by the end of the fiscal year (June 30, 2011).

| am aware there is already a line item in the CCDC FY11 budget in the amount of
$900,000 for a restroom in Little Italy. | am aware that the City has been spending up to
$1,000,000 to construct restrooms for city parks; however the Portland Loo is priced at
$87,500 not including installation and shipping. The estimate for installation is $20,000.
Given this information it seems possible that we could install one Loo in Little Italy and
five or more Loos throughout downtown for the same or less cost than the single
constructed restroom presently in the FY11 CCDC budget.

| look forward to working with CCDC to amend its FY11 budget and complete this
important project by June 30, 2011. Please let me know if my staff and | can be of

assistance in making this project a success.

ME:cp
Attachments: Portland Loo and Basic Dignity materials

Cc:  Mayor Jerry Sanders
Honorable Councilmembers
City Attorney Jan Goldsmith
IBA Andrea Tevlin
Girls Think Tank



LU3|qoid [DsiaAlUf) b 0}
uoinjos anbjup y

ufiisag wooxysay arjqng aAeAoul|

007 pue[Loq 3y]

0P340 NV 1104 10 ALED LHOWAUOD &
snuopuepUod ey
LOBF-ETB-E0S
lIH auuy
snuopueplodd@snyinyssol
8501-£28-E0S
smyn| ssoy
HL2VINDD

Ooj/4a3em/Wwor-auljuopueliodmmm

uobaip ‘puejiiog
neaung Jaep puejliod ay) pue
pieuoa] Apuey JaUOISSILIOY JO 330

LEIAY4 0L L33N04 WOU4

1

i R

31404 ay})

[auvd ot
Ybnou) assanp DY /05

Bursisanpo 1o 1ydoib o)
S[aUDd 1024 10113143 U0 3fqDJIDAD 2I0ds

paiamod-lejog/a|geuteisng -

3|qissad%e yay

JUBPUINIE LB INOLIIM
/7 uado aq o3 paufiisag

(tnyooy 13mas pue Jajem ym)
a13ymfiue 1sow e ayg

sjuauodwoa pafiewep
aaedai1/aonias o) fisey -

1UB}SISA) WSH{EPUEA/3|qRING

(031d2) fintanae yous
s1319p ubisag

3|qepioyy

.

| 'S[2P0W WO0D4ISA] AUO]E-PUELS JUALNI JO UOLIIEL B
5118131500 B 3 |[B ‘Ayuinaas pue fveaud jo puagy
paduejeq pue anhwn e pue fiypgeinp gfiy siaygo

007 puejliod ayj]



00j/13)em/wo>*auljuopuepiod-mmm

“Hun au3 Jo Jeal ayy 1e 13u1ged ayy

UL pasnoy aJe 'salia3eq 4e|0s pue sjuauodwol
[B214323]3 SE ||3m Se 'sjuawwa|dil 3Iueuaiuew

pue Buieaga ayj 4o (1y *3sn ul st 3ey) Bupunouue
"witp syyfity Jouaixa ay pue ajeanae sy Jouajut ayy
W YI1YM 1. 'paidnaan SLIL[1UN JOLAIXA 3Y) SAYSEM
1By apuak e yyBiu 1y 1amod Jy 1104 ST 104 palim-aid
30 UBI J1Un 3y 40 ‘sainixy g7 paiamod-1ejos

fig fil213ua 11| pue pub-J50 agq ued jiun aujua ayy
“TYNOILINDA

‘uone(ndod uewysapad

|eiauali ay) an13s 0} pue sawu asn Jajioys

310wo.d 0] J0UIX3 Y} LD PAIUNOLL St UDIIELS
Buysem-puey swun ay) “fzeaud Buisiwoidwoa
ANOUIIM LU BU3 ULLIIM 51351 J0 J3QLUNU 3Y} AI3S0
01 fiylunyoddo ayy Juawadiosus me| apiaaid oy
pajBue aJe sianno| 1amo| ay] a|gissod se apisjno
343 Yim pajaauuod se Butuiedas ajym ‘fiaeaud
[ENSIA 313|dU103 513440 JRY) JUBWUDHAUS JOLIF]UL

Ue 121D |(BM 3y} JO won0q pue doy ay) 18 s1aano)

‘34Nna3s

"24NS0[2U3 313|dW03 B S 3)(5-Ua PaIaAL[3p

30 ue3 pue WooJ1534 (eaidfiy e 4o uoyIel e sybiam
007 PUB|110d 3Y3 1By} SUB3W 2in3an)s [3a)s a|youd
Li|s e 0] paiunow sjaued ||em [33)s ssautels Buizijup
“S|eLI]ELW JO winwiuiw e 10 ummon_Enu SLIUN ayy
TLHDIIMLIHDBIT

007 pue[ilog ay]

NODIHO NV LLEOE 40 ALY LHDINAOD &

s42An07 4addp [ejuozLIoy

ybuyfiyg yuaon|sues)

|aueq d0og 3
Buisianpy spomuy eanixaguoy

$13AN07 4amo7 pajbuy

AIRM3PIS Ul
ule4q ysem puey

aampyy
ysep puey 10uajxg
PaleAIy-uopng

S[aued |lem
[9916 SSA[UIEIS
3|qeaze|day



PORTLAND LOO SPECIFICATIONS

DESIGN

Attractive design fits well in any environment.

Louvered panels allow for surveillance by the community.

Heavy-duty components and hardware insure long life and durability.

Exterior handwashing station deters illicit activity.

Tight tolerances in the design and fabrication of components. Matching
replacement panels and doors can be ordered from the factory and easily field-
installed.

ADA compliant.

100% Solar-powered capability.

CONSTRUCTION

All wall panels, doors, and roof are made from a heavy gauge 304 stainless steel.
Structural grade, stainless steel, vandal resistant bolts and screws.

Penitentiary grade toilet fixtures.

All surfaces finished with a graffiti-proof coating.

Heavy duty Best Access Systems door hardware.

Solar electrical system uses the highest quality and latest technology
components.

Electric light sensor, interior motion detector, and long lasting LED lighting makes
for a durable, fully automatic lighting system.

3 roll, lockable heavy steel tissue dispenser.

MAINTENANCE

Basic daily janitorial cleaning is all that is required.
Electric solar system requires two annual adjustments of the charging system and
wiping off the surfaces of the solar panels for a total annual labor commitment of

twenty minutes.
One annual application of lubricant to the door hinges and door hardware.

INSTALLATION

Portland Loo comes fully assembled and tested from the factory.
Factory-provided template makes installation of the base plate column mounts
fast and accurate.

Leveling is simple and precise.

1 water supply and 1 sewer connection are all that are required to make the
Portland Loo operational.



PORTLAND LOO

DIMENSIONS /FEATURES
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A Unique Solution to
a Universal Problem

www.portlandonline.com/water/loo
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Basic Dignity Campaign Launches May 22

Goal of More Bathrooms Downtown Echoed by New Grand Jury Report

Nonprofit, labor, and faith-based leaders call for Basic Dignity in America's Finest City.
San Diego urged to adopt the Portland Loo to meet demand for 24/7 public bathrooms.

SAN DIEGO, CA (May 21, 2010) — Just days after a grand jury report issued by San Diego County
finds that more outdoor toilets are needed in downtown San Diego, the Basic Dignity Coalition kicks
off its long-planned campaign with the same goal. Basic Dignity: Thirst for Solutions, Quest for
Relief launches May 22, 2010, 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. in Balboa Park (6th Avenue & Laurel Street).

“We are gratified that the grand jury has made official what our coalition has been stating. To meet
public health standards, as well as to respect the basic dignity due to all people, San Diego must take
responsibility and increase the number of public bathrooms open 24 hours a day. The need is
particularly acute in the East Village, an area with many homeless services and a large homeless
population,” said Rachel Jensen, a downtown attorney, President of the Girls Think Tank and a co-
director of the Basic Dignity Coalition along with longtime homeless advocate David Ross. Ross is set

to receive an award at the event.

This week, a San Diego County grand jury released a report entitled Homeless in San Diego,
concluding that homelessness has reached the "tipping point" and "not only is the problem a blight on
our community, it is a blight on our humanity." The report says that the City of San Diego could be
liable for an "outbreak of illness caused by unsanitary conditions" and that additional toilets would
"reduce fecal deposits and urine odors" downtown. Ross says that his two temporary “porta-potty”
locations downtown have been used some 300,000 times since their placement in 2008.

Ross added, “Several years ago, another grand jury on homelessness in San Diego came to similar
conclusions. I sincerely hope San Diego's leaders finally take decisive action — then we can proudly
call ourselves residents of America's Finest City.”

The Basic Dignity event raises awareness and funds to support temporary toilets and long-term
solutions and brings the community together for food, fun, live music, and speakers including Lorena
Gonzalez, head of the San Diego & Imperial Counties Labor Council; Reverend Madison Shockley
of Pilgrim United Church of Christ; Scott Silverman of Second Chance; and San Diego City Council
Member Marti Emerald. Radio host Jon Elliott is the master of ceremonies. A $15 suggested
donation provides lunch for the donor and for a person experiencing homelessness. Over 5,000 petition
signatures affirming a universal right to water and bathrooms will be unveiled at the event and
presented later to the San Diego City Council, along with a request for San Diego to consider acquiring

Girls Think Tank, P.O. Box 620633, San Diego, CA 92162
Toll-free: 877-365-3566 GirlsThinkTank@gmail.com GirlsThinkTank.org



the Portland Loo, a self-contained stainless-steel, solar-powered public bathroom pioneered by
Portland, Oregon, and available for less than $110,000 each including installation, compared to an
estimated cost of $900,000 for the construction of a conventional bathroom.

The Basic Dignity Coalition formed last year, spearheaded by Girls Think Tank (GTT) and David Ross.
Organizations and individuals are invited to consider joining the Basic Dignity Coalition. Meetings
are held at 6 p.m. on the first Thursday of the month at 655 West Broadway, 19th floor. Girls Think
Tank is a 501(c)(3)-nonprofit organization that inspires and organizes its members and the public to
advance basic human dignity. David Ross is known as The Water Man for his work

distributing water and providing portable toilets on the streets of San Diego. Ross, along with Gerry
Limpic and Bill Sharp founded The Isaiah Project to support Ross's efforts. For more information, visit
helpthewaterman.com.

Corporate sponsors of the Basic Dignity campaign launch event include Nika Water, Centerplate
Catering at the San Diego Convention Center, Terra restaurant, Suzie's Farm, and Robbins Geller
Rudman & Dowd LLP. Nonprofit sponsors include the American Civil Liberties Union of San Diego
& Imperial Counties, Center on Policy Initiatives, Common Cause - San Diego, Empower San Diego,
Feeding America San Diego, Home Again/Plan To End Chronic Homelessness, National Lawyers
Guild - San Diego Chapter, Regional Task Force on the Homeless, San Diego Coalition for the
Homeless, San Diego Rescue Mission, and The AMIKAS Project.

H

Media Contacts
Jennifer Douglas, 858-344-5490, jennifer@girlsthinktank.org
Rachel Jensen, 619-228-1686, rachelj@rgrdlaw.com
Jennifer Lai, 415-504-2892, jennifer@21orgpartners.com

Girls Think Tank, P.O. Box 620633, San Diego, CA 92162
Toll-free: 877-365-3566 GirlsThinkTank@gmail.com GirlsThinkTank.org



