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MEDIA ADVISORY
November 19, 2011 (World Toilet Day), 11 a.m. – Tailgate Park
 

San Diego's Basic Dignity Coalition Holds Press Conference on World Toilet Day to Call Attention to a Year of "Stalling on the Stalls"
- There are only two public restrooms downtown widely accessible to people living on the streets -
 
 

WHO:  The Basic Dignity Coalition (the Coalition) and Girls Think Tank

 

WHAT:  “QUIT STALLING ON THE STALLS” press conference commemorating World Toilet Day and calling attention to the lack of public restrooms downtown, despite a detailed commitment by the City of San Diego two years ago to procure and install two public restrooms modeled after Portland, Oregon's successful "Portland Loo".

 

In 2011, the World Toilet Organization declared November 19 as World Toilet Day to bring attention to the 2.6 billion people around the world who lack access to adequate sanitation facilities.

 

WHEN:  November 19, 2011 at 11 a.m.

 

WHERE:  Downtown at 14th and L Streets a.k.a. "Tailgate Park,” the proposed site for one of the two public restrooms.

 

WHY:  There are an estimated 8,500 homeless individuals living on the streets of San Diego, with the number growing every day. There is virtually no sanitary or accessible after-hours access to public restrooms. Following the recent housing and economic crises, there are also now dozens of families and children sharing these streets or living in their cars. Unfortunately, there are only two public restrooms in all of downtown San Diego that are accessible to these families, individuals, and children. While these two restrooms are supposed to be open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, many people living on the streets find the facilities locked or unattended at night. This means that most folks end up "going" in and on the streets, resulting in tons of feces and gallons of urine on sidewalks on downtown’s streets. This is undignified, unsanitary and unsustainable, especially for a city that is the second largest in California and which claims to be a prime tourism destination.

 

Earlier this year, United Nations Independent Expert on Water and Sanitation Catarina de Albuquerque declared that the lack of restrooms and access to clean drinking water in major U.S. cities amounts to a violation of human rights.

 

In response to this crisis of sanitary facilities, the Coalition began calling for more restrooms through its Basic Dignity Campaign, launched two years ago. After nearly a year of grassroots organizing, lobbying and activism, the Coalition succeeded in its mission to ensure the installation of at least two public loos in Downtown. On June 26, 2010, the San Diego City Council committed over $700,000 to the installation of four  "Portland Loos" and directed City staff to begin the process. 

 

Unfortunately, despite over a year of planning for the loos, the project is now on permanent hiatus due to state-wide wrangling regarding community redevelopment agencies.  Local elected officials and others have thrown their hands in the air on the loos, blaming this redevelopment conundrum and stating that no action can be taken until the situation is resolved in court and in Sacramento. The Coalition and Girls Think Tank believe that the battle around redevelopment should NOT be a barrier to the City's duty to provide sanitary and accessible restrooms for its un-housed and housed residents and tourists.

 

The Coalition demands our leaders utilize their collective wisdom and creativity to make the project happen as promised.     

 

Members of the community are encouraged to join the Basic Dignity Coalition to assist in its effort to end the stalling of the stalls and to bring dignity to Downtown.

 

 

CONTACT: 
Brook Larios

Board of Directors, Girls Think Tank
858.598.3660
brook@plainclarity.com
 

or

 

Noor Kazmi

President, Girls Think Tank

858.774.2353
noornkazmi@gmail.com
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